Brief Reports of CPCS’s Advocacy programs (2010-11) for Website


[image: ]Lecture on “Political Challenges: Liberal Solutions for Pakistan” 
[image: ]Keeping in view the scarcity of peace, equality and justice in Pakistan that demonstrate the crisis of state and challenges and issues for civil society, Center for peace & Civil Society (CPCS) in collaboration with Liberal Forum Pakistan (Hyderabad Chapter) organized the lecture on “Political Challenges: Liberal Solutions for Pakistan”. The lecture took place on January 04, 2011 (Tuesday) by 3:00 pm at M.H. Panhwar Conference hall at CPCS Hyderabad.   
Mr. Olaf Kellerhoff, the Resident Representative of Friedrich Naumann Foundation in Pakistan, delivered his lecture on the subject.  Mr. Aamir Raza, Senior Program Officer CPCS facilitated the program.
Mr. Olaf expressed his joy and appreciated CPCS’s work for nation. Mr. Olaf gave the presentation on his organization and affirmed his position to promote democracy and liberal values in Pakistan. 

Rally and Seminar for Peace and Solidarity 
[image: ]CPCS and We Journalists organized a seminar followed by rally for Peace and Solidarity. The events were organized on January 01, 2011 at Hyderabad on call of Aman Ittehad (United for Peace, a country level peoples’ alliance). Peace walk started form Old Campus (University of Sindh) to Hyderabad Press Club where the seminar was also organized. Aman Ittehad had given a call to hold rallies to express solidarity with those suffering any form of violence including suicide attacks, target killings, kidnappings, and target killings. More than 100 persons (males and females) belonging to different walks of life attended the rally and seminar at Hyderabad. By taking the placards in their hands they chanted the loud slogans of “Stop Terrorism, Live and let live, No to violence and long live peace”. Young students also sang a song “All we are saying, Give Peace a Chance” by John Lennon. The rallies took place in more than 108 cities in Pakistan on call of Aman Ittehad at the same day.
 Seminar started just after the rally ended at Hyderabad Press Club. Mr. Jami Chandio (Executive Director CPCS), Mr. Jaffar Memon (Executive Director We Journalists), Mr. Hakeem Zangejo (Lawyer and Civil Society Activist), Ms. Saher Rizvi (Woman activist) and Mr. Ali Mir Shah (Civil Society Activist) were the speakers and Mr. Aamir Raza (Senior Program Officer CPCS) facilitated the seminar.   

Lecture on Modernism & the challenge of Radical Islam
[image: ]Centre for Peace & Civil Society (CPCS) Hyderabad, in collaboration with Sindh Resource Centre (SRC) organized a lecture program on “Modernism & the challenge of Radical Islam’’. The lecture took place on Wednesday, 03-11-2010 at 4 pm at M.H. Panhwar Conference Hall CPCS Hyderabad. Participants from different backgrounds of civil society attended the lecture. 
[image: ]The honorable guest speaker Dr. Rasul Bux Raes (PhD in Political Science form the University of California, an eminent scholar, well known writer and renowned political analyst who was awarded “Pride of Performance award 2010”) delivered the lecture. 
Dr. Raes briefed the topic to the audience and he shared his opinion that “an individual or a nation must not look back if wants to progress, emphasizing on learning modern trends of development, science & technology, accepting the changes brought by western people and by making ourselves modern, we can bring our true Islamic identity and in this way, we can get due share of political power and it can only be achieved through modern scientific education”. He badly criticized military regimes and authoritarians and tried his best to make participants understand the modernism and radical Islam. During the lecture, Dr. Raes shared his views on Muslim civilization, economic imperialism, universalism, and economic globalization. In the end, majority of the participants posed questions that Dr. Raes replied enthusiastically and comprehensively.
[image: ]
Lecture on the Philosophy of Latif’s Poetry
Center for Peace & Civil Society in collaboration with Sindh Resource Center arranged a lecture program on “The philosophy of Latif’s Poetry” (Fiker e Latif). The lecture was organized on October 28, 2010 at CPCS Lawn Hyderabad. Large number of persons (more than 100) belonging to academia, civil society, literary society, youth, scholars and writer attended the lecture. Mr. Agha Saleem, renowned scholar, writer, novelist and researcher delivered the lecture and Mr. Irshad Leghari, Program Officer CPCS, facilitated the program. 
[image: ]Agha Saleem said that it is not possible to express the views on whole poetry of Shah in a one talk, but sharing his one of part poetry out of many would be easy to conclude. Agha Saleem shared many lines of poetry of Shah and explained the historical perspective. 
Following are the main findings of Agha Saleem from Shah’s poetry. 
· Shah promoted the secular values in his poetry.
· He challenged the religious clerks of his time.
· Shah taught the lesson of patriotism.
· Through his poetry, Shah preached the lesson of peace and harmony.
· He promoted folk music and folk dance.
· He professed the mystic philosophy of Central Asia and South Asia.
In his conclusion of lecture, Agha Saleem stressed to read and understand shah and to follow his philosophy of tolerance and love. Agha Saleem also answered many questions of the audience.

Interactive Round Table Dialogue on Investigative Journalism and Media Ethics
Center for Peace & Civil Society in collaboration with US Consulate Karachi and We Journalists (Organization for journalists) arranged a round table interactive dialogue for journalists on Investigative Journalism and Media Ethics. The event took place on June 03, 2010 at M.H. Panhwar Hall, Sindh Resource Center, CPCS office, Hyderabad, Sindh Pakistan. 28 known journalists and cameramen of Hyderabad belonging to different newspapers and news channels participated in the program. US Consulate Karachi invited the speakers. The introduction of speakers is given below;
[image: P5290075]Sherry Ricchiardi: Professor School of Journalism Indiana University got education from Lowa state University, higher education with emphasis in journalism and mass communication Ph.D. 1986; University of Missouri, education M.Ed. 1971; University of Missouri, journalism B.J. 1967; University of Missouri, English literature B.A. 1966.
Her professional affiliations are with following institutions;
· Committee of Concerned Journalists 
· The Fulbright Association 
· Investigative Reporters and Editors 
· Committee to Protect Journalists 
· International Women Media Foundation 
· Society of Professional Journalists 
· [image: P5290077]Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication 
Frank S. Folwell: Researching and implementing new photo technology was one of his primary assignments. Folwell pioneered the use of electronic and digital cameras at USA TODAY and was responsible for introducing newsroom image editing and archiving systems. For two decades, he played a major role in planning and executing coverage at the Olympic Games. Folwell directed Olympic photo coverage in Seoul, Barcelona and Sydney and worked as a photo editor at the Athens Summer Games.  He scouted Winter Olympics sites in Albertville, Nagano, Lillehammer and Salt Lake City, surveying venues, transportation, communications and housing for USA Today’s team.  More recently, he made two Olympic planning trips to Beijing and one to conduct seminars with Chinese journalists.
Mr. Aamir Raza, Senior Program Officer CPCS warmly welcomed the guests and participants. Mr. Raza expressed profound gratitude to US Consulate Karachi and We Journalists for their cooperation. He also paid tribute for collaborative role of US Consulate Karachi with civil society organizations.  
Ms. Sherry Ricchiardi and her fellow Mr. Frank S. Folwell shared their views regarding the topic and they made the session much interactive. Following are main points discussed in interactive dialogue;
· BBC has most worthy code of ethics for Journalists.
· New York time has been playing more important role in investigating journalism in USA.
· There are universal principles of media ethics but few of its aspects are contextual according  socio political scenario of a country 
· Investigative journalism is costly job.
· USA,UK are the countries which are relatively adhering more to media ethics 
Meanwhile Mr. Folwell said that for photo journalism;
· It is unethical to Photoshop any picture.
· Picture should be given as it is taken.
Ms. Sherry shared to keep in view the following steps for writing news story;
· Idea, Plan, Report and Write 
At the end she discussed the following important aspects of media ethics; for
· Truthful, Be accurate, Be independent and Be accountable 

[image: DSC08859]Meeting with CPCS training Alumni/Graduates
[image: DSC08834]CPCS organized a meeting with potential and interested training alumni to make the long term strategy of making youth forum. The first half part of strategy was made last year in which so many things were decided. The meeting for discussing remaining half part of strategy held on June 16, 2010 at M.H Panhwar Hall, SRC, CPCS office Hyderabad. Mr. Jami Chandio, Executive Director CPCS, and Mr. Aamir Raza, Senior Program Officer CPCS, facilitated the meeting. 23 potential CPCS fellows attended the meeting. 
The purpose of the meeting was to organize the trained youth of CPCS, to plan the future strategy and to form a Youth Forum. Following decisions were made after long day discussions and Meta planning;
· CPCS fellows/alumni will advocate and carry out research on social political issues of society.
· A Forum will be established.
· The vision for the forum will be “Collecting vibrant youth for dynamic society”.
· The target image for the forum will be competence, commitment and secular politics.
· The name of forum will be “Youth for Change”
· Preparation of Manifesto and constitution
· Publishing brochure and stickers with logo
· Selecting a song for motivation
· Prepare membership forms and cards
· Data base 
· T-shirts and cap with logo of “Youth for Change”.
· E-Group/Face book/log for forum
Following activities were planned;
· Publishing regular quarterly newsletter. 
· Organizing regular study circles.
· Research.

Lecture on State of Education in Sindh
Keeping in view the critical condition of education at all levels in Sindh, Pakistan and the significance to triumph over that worst condition, Center for Peace & Civil Society organized lecture on “State of Education in Sindh”. The event took place on June 22, 2010 at M.H Panhwar Hall SRC CPCS Office, Hyderabad. 
Mr. Shafiq Musavi, whose brief introduction is given below, was requested to share his knowledge, experience and suggestions on the topic. 
[image: DSC08907][image: DSC08892]Mr. Shafiq Musavi: Belongs to Musavi family of Sindh, who, in the area of Education, is serving for more than a century.  First High School was founded in 1909 at Rohri, Degree College (Upper Sindh) in 1939, established three Colleges at Hyderabad in 1999, and one at Karachi. Shafiq Musavi did his Masters from “The University of New South Wales” and is the Chairman of an Educational Society which runs 4 Colleges in Sindh, providing quality education on non-commercial basis, of MBA, BBA, BCIT, MCIT, DIT and DCBM.
The purpose of education is to get knowledge, skill and wisdom, said Mr. Musavi in his lecture sharing the figure of literacy, he said that only 34% of people in Sindh are literate. He said that we have to transact education from rural to urban and globalization of knowledge. Indicating the reasons for failure of public education sector, Mr. Musavi counted two main caused;
1. Ill governance and non performance.
2. Education is provided without vision (No Wisdom, No Knowledge and No Skill).
At the end of his talk, Mr. Shafiq Musavi suggested that Sindh needs entrepreneurship and good people of society come forward to invest their time and money for better education, he invited and offered that his institute would support such commitments.



Civil Society forum on “Religion in America
[image: clip_image01][image: clip_image001]Center for Peace and Civil Society and Strengthening Participatory Organization (SPO) jointly organized a Civil Society forum on “Religion in America” on 25th March, 2010 at SPO training and conference Hall Qasimabad, Hyderabad. Lecture was delivered by Speaker; Ms. Safiya Ghori from USA who has recently served as the South Asia policy analyst at the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF). Wide range and beautiful galaxy of youth, media writers and civil society representatives and minority groups participated in the dialogue. It was moderated by Mr. Jamil junejo; Program officer CPCS. At the outset, Mr. Mustafa Baloch Regional Head SPO Sindh accorded warm welcome to the guest speaker, her team and all the participants. Whereas Abdul Wahid Sangrasi extended note of thanks and made concluding remarks at the end of program.
Ms. Safiya Ghouri shed spot light on various aspects of religion in American society and highlighted the approach of American state and society towards religion. 
At the end lecture session was opened for question and answers where especially youth put various thought provoking questions about American policy towards other religions of world in particular and its policy towards international community in general. 

Peoples Assembly on 1940 Resolution
[image: P2170016]CPCS organized a Peoples’ Assembly on “1940 Resolution” on 20th March, 2010 at Press Club Hyderabad under the banner of Aman Ittehad (Broad based country alliance of civil society). Program was moderated by Mr. Jaffar Memon, journalist and activist. Wide range of youth, media writers, political workers, lawyers, intellectuals and other civil society representatives participated in the assembly. 
Mr. Jami Chandio (Executive Director CPCS), Mr. M. Parkash (Vice Chairperson LFP), Aijaz Qureshi (Writer, activist and development professional), Nazeer Memon (Civil Society Activist) and Raoof Khan Sasoli (General secretary Jamhori Watan Party expressed opinions on the 1940 Lahore Resolution. 
While speaking in assembly, Jami Chandio said that one among the reasons of crisis of state of Pakistan is that from very first day, existence of nations constituting Pakistan and their sovereignty has been persistently denied. If the separate identity of nations and their right of self determination on their language, natural resources and identity would have been accepted constitutionally and practically guaranteed, Pakistan would not have broken into two pieces in 1971, rather it would have been emerged as successful state 
Jafar Memon said “It is victory of oppressed nations that those who used to flatly deny their national identity and the sovereignty, ardently demand constitutional and legal restructuring of state of Pakistan based on 1940 resolution that guarantees sovereignty to the nations /constituting units . Rauf Khan Sasoli said that persistent National slavery of Baluchistan has even eroded trust of its masses in federation. However, what guarantees existence of Pakistan is to award sovereignty and maximum provincial autonomy to its nations. M. Parkash said that constitutional amendments proposed by amendment committee will fail to make the constitution to provide corresponding structure to current exigency. Therefore, a new constitution based on 1940 resolution is the need of hour in order to make the state of Pakistan to sustain. Prof. Aijaz Qureshi said that entire history of Pakistan is history of negation of 1940 resolution and all its constitutions have been centrist in their nature and structure. 

Book Launching Ceremony “The state of Pakistan in Search of Identity
[image: DSC02356]Center for Peace and Civil Society (CPCS) and Strengthening Participatory Organization (SPO) organized a seminar to launch the book on “The state of Pakistan in search of Identity” on April 05, 2010 at Hotel Sarwan Karachi. The program started at 4:00 pm and culminated at 6:00pm. Wide range of civil society of Karachi, media and legal practitioners participated in the program.  The ceremony was presided over by prominent writer and intellectual Rochi Ram, However, Mr. Naseer Memon (Country Director SPO), Dr. Bettina Robotka, Yousif Masti khan (Political Figure), Dr. Syed Jaffar Ahmed (Chairman Pakistan Studies Department University of Karachi) and Mr. Jami Chandio were main amongst speakers. 

All speakers addressed the issues and concerns of Pakistan and analyzed the book of Abdul Khaliq Shaikh who was also present. Everyone appreciated the work of author.  


Inaugural Ceremony of CPCS new office and Sindh Resource Center
[image: P3180491]Center for Peace & Civil Society has established Sindh Democracy Resource Center at Hyderabad and invited civil society and academia for inaugural ceremony of its new office and establishment of Resource Center. The ceremony took place on April 18, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. The venue of program was CPCS new office at Hyderabad, Sindh, Pakistan. 
[image: P3180414]Dr. Zulfiqar Mirza, Provincial Minister for Home Department, Government of Sindh and known leader of Pakistan Peoples Party, was the chief guest of the inaugural ceremony. Ms. Sassui Palijo, Provincial Minister for Cultural Department, Government of Sindh and popular active member of Pakistan Peoples Party was the guest of honor of the ceremony. Mr. Ghulam Ali Alana, Former Vice Chancellor University of Sindh, Jamshoro, former Chairperson Sindhi Language Authority and known scholar on language and literature was the guest to preside the ceremony. Mr. Wilson Lee who was the guest for USA, Mrs. Dr. Fahmida Hussain Memon, the chairperson Sindhi Language Authority, Mr. Suleman Abro, Executive Director SAFWCO, Dr. Akash Ansari, Executive Director BRDS and Poet, Miss Nusrat Shahani, CPCS training alumni and Mr. Ibad-u-Rehman, CPCS training alumni were among the other speakers. Mr. Aamir Raza (Senior Program Officer CPC) hosted the program. Veteran sufi singer Sawan Faqir entertained all with his mystic music and singing. Children’s knowledge club of CPCS also presented tablos. More than 200 men and women from all walks of life attended the gathering. The media persons, journalists and camera men also arrived to cover the program fully.
Dr. Zulfiqar Mirza and Ms. Sassui Palijo appreciated the works of CPCS. 
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